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and have households of their own. These bodies meet
regularly in the first and fourth years of their terms,
and attend to all matters which are not common. The
Landtag of Coburg contains eleven members, that of
Gotha nineteen, and these thirty meet together at least
once every four years to form a joint Landtag, whose
competence extends to those affairs which are made
common by the constitution, or are subsequently
declared to be such. In order, however, to protect
the representatives from Coburg from being outvoted
by their colleagues, it is provided that no amendment
shall be made in the constitution, no addition shall be
made to the common affairs, and no change shall be
made in the administrative organization whereby an
office is transferred from one duchy to the other,
without the consent of a majority of the representa-
tives from each duchy.

The finances, as we have seen, are not common to
the two duchies, and hence the joint Landtag does not
vote a budget. It merely approves the estimates for
joint expenses, and thereupon these are inserted in the
budgets of the separate Landtags in the proportion of
three tenths for Coburg and seven tenths for Gotha.

Considering the size of the community, one feels,
in examining this complicated mechanism, as if he
were studying entomology with a microscope.

The constitution of Saxe - Altenburg, l which was
made in 1832 and modified in 1870, can be

amended by the Duke and the Landtag with- (Area, 511
out apy special formalities.     The Duke gov-

1 Sonnenkalb, Sachsen-Altenburg, in Marquardsen.